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CONTACT

PROGRAMME LENGTH

1 hour 

SCREENING DETAILS

Monday January 30 at 9.30am EST/ NZ

This program chronicles the “evacuation” of a group of Martu people from the restricted zone of the Blue Streak Missile Project in 1964.

The program includes interviews with Martu people and the authorities involved. The perspective of both is clearly expressed.

The Cold War setting of this drama provides an ideal opportunity for classroom exploration of both the issues of ‘contact’ and ‘responses to the threat of communism’ in Australia.


 Denis Mootz

There is a need for previewing of this program.
There is a need to sensitively prepare students for the initial nudity of the Aboriginal people depicted in the program.

STAYING FOCUSED.
This is the data collection stage of the activity. 

The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video.

The video programs can be stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers.

	Act 1. 

When and where was the group of Aborigines found?

Why were there white men in the desert in West Australia in 1964?

How did they react to contact with ‘whitefellas”?

Note the Aboriginal women’s attitude to clothing.

Why was the ‘mob’ always frightened?




	Act 2.

Why was the rocket site testing site in South Australia called Woomera?

Note details of the “Blue Streak” rocket program.

Where would the first rocket ‘land’? Why?

Note details of the work of Walter MacDougall.

What were the Aborigines doing on this morning?

What was the first thing that the Aborigines saw? 

What did they think had happened? Why?

Note the Aborigines first impression of white men.

What was the first sign that the area was occupied by Aborigines?

How did the white men react to the presence of Aborigines? Why?

Why did the Aborigines set a fire? Result?

Why did the Aboriginal woman run away when she returned from hunting? Result?

Why did the Aboriginal children run way next morning?

What did the white men do? Result?

Why was the “cat among the pigeons”?

Why did the Aborigines decide to keep moving?

Who did the Aborigines believe would protect them? Why?

Why did the Aborigines return to the vicinity of their camp near the salt lake?




	Act 3.  

How did the white men locate the Aborigines?
What did MacDougall do?

How did the Aborigines react to the proximity of the white men? Result?

What impact did the rain have on the white men?
Why was the rocket launch delayed?

Where were the men from the Aboriginal group? Result?

How did the authorities eventually respond to the news that the landing area was occupied?

Note the result of the first Blue Streak test. 

What did the white men do after the test? Why?

What did the Aborigines do after the white men left?

Note the role of the dingo in the Aboriginal group.

When was the second Blue Streak to be fired?

Note how MacDougall prepared for the second ‘mission’ to the salt lake.

How did the Aborigines respond to the return of the whitefellas?

Note the events of 23 September 1964. Result?

Note the ‘escape’ plan of the Aborigines. Result?

How did MacDougall proceed now? Why? Result?

Note the expectations of the Aboriginal group. Result?

Why did the Aborigines decide to go ‘down’ to the whitefellas? Result?

Note the vents of 23 September 1964.
Why were the Aboriginal children scared? Result?

Note the description of the ‘white fella’ and his skin colour.

Note the composition of the Aboriginal group.

What did the Aborigines think of the white man’s food? Why?

What was the next thing the whitefellas gave the Aborigines?

How did the Aborigines react?




	Act 4.

Note how the children were restrained.

Why was Terry Long ‘invited’ to join the ‘mission’?

Note his comments on ‘sexual advances’.

Note the different perspective of the Aboriginal women on this point.

When was the second Blue Streak fired? Result?

How were the Aborigines prepared for the possible explosion? Result?

How did they convince the Aborigines to leave? Result?

Note Terry Long’s belief that the Aborigines wanted to be “evacuated”?

Why did Long believe this was the right decision?

Note the perspective of the Aborigines on leaving.

Why were they sad?

Why were they taken to Jigalong Mission?

How were they received in ‘civilisation’?

Note Terry Long’s comments on how well “we  handled it”.

Why were the Aborigines told to forget the desert?

Note the reactions to watching the film of their discovery.

Why did the old people show the film to the young people?




EXTENSIONS.

Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and complement the History presented in the video program.

The data collected here should be used in the notemaking below. 

	Some useful Internet sites:

Cold War: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/ColdWar.htm
http://www.atomicarchive.com/History/coldwar/index.shtml
http://www.history-timelines.org.uk/events-timelines/03-cold-war-timeline.htm
Arms Race: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/COLDnucleararms.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/nuclear_arms_race.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_arms_race
Nuclear testing in Australia: http://www.atomicarchive.com/History/coldwar/page10.shtml
http://dl.nfsa.gov.au/module/1588/
http://www.aic.gov.au/publications/previous%20series/lcj/1-20/wayward/ch16.aspx
Woomera: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woomera_(spear-thrower)
http://www.questacon.edu.au/indepth/clever/aboriginal_technology.html
Woomera rocket range: http://www.woomera.com.au/
http://homepage.powerup.com.au/~woomera/map.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woomera_Test_Range
http://www.southaustralianhistory.com.au/woomera.htm
Blue Streak Missile: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue_Streak_(missile)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vEWBwE-FnOU
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/films/1951to1964/filmpage_rocket.htm
http://www.spaceuk.org/bstreak/bsfaq.htm
http://www.armaghplanet.com/blog/blue-streak-uks-cold-war-rocket.html
Martu: http://www.wdlac.com.au/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=25&Itemid=45
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martu_people
http://www.nntt.gov.au/News-and-Communications/Media-Releases/Pages/WAs_Martu_People_achieve_native_title_re.aspx
http://www.wangkamaya.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=313&Itemid=419
Yimiri: http://www.missionandjustice.org/life-apart-ended-with-terror-in-desert-chase/
http://books.google.com.au/books?id=ZHwtF0EBMVIC&pg=PA87&lpg=PA87&dq=Yimiri&source=bl&ots=yWpOJ6T0dx&sig=2wixFP22O9OVur0OQ7hUsxhMN70&hl=en&sa=X&ei=7UQeT7_SFI6hiQfX_9zcDQ&ved=0CD8Q6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=Yimiri&f=false
Contact:http://books.google.com.au/books?id=ZHwtF0EBMVIC&pg=PA87&lpg=PA87&dq=Yimiri&source=bl&ots=yWpOJ6T0dx&sig=2wixFP22O9OVur0OQ7hUsxhMN70&hl=en&sa=X&ei=7UQeT7_SFI6hiQfX_9zcDQ&ved=0CD8Q6AEwBQ#v=onepage&q=Yimiri&f=false
http://www.diamantina-tour.com.au/outback_info/deserts/great_sandy_desert/aboriginal_heritage_great_sandy_desert.html



NOTEMAKING.

This is the collation stage of the activity. Students need to organise the field of information and begin to explore its context. 

Directions and /or Inquiry questions are provided for notemaking / summary exercises that will follow the viewing of the video. 

The materials / data for the summaries have been collected above.

The activity could be done in teams, groups, or by individuals, or as a class with teacher direction.

	1. Draw up a timeline / chronological chart of the events described and discussed in this program.

2. Note details of the Martu people.
3. Note details of the contact between Martu people and white men before 1964.
4. Note details of the events in the Western Desert in September and October 1964.
5. Note details of the Blue Streak Missile Project.
6. Note details of the Cold War.
7. Note details of the weapons “testing” done in Australia by Great Britain.
8. Note details of life of Martu people after leaving their ancestral lands.



ISSUES & INQUIRY.

Key issues and inquiry questions that have been raised by the video are addressed at this stage for discussion and research.

	1. Why was it necessary to “evacuate” the Martu people from their traditional home?
2. Why was Australia co-operating with Great Britain in its weapon development programs?



PROBLEMS of EVIDENCE.

Questions of reliability and validity of the perspectives, evidence and sources presented in the video program need to be considered, tested and researched.
	1. Why does Terry Long now have some concerns about why and how the “evacuation” was carried out?
2. What impact did it have on official policy when it was discovered that humans were living in the proposed “landing” zone of the Blue Streak missile?



COMMUNICATING.

The key issues and inquiry questions are potential topics for debate, essay writing, reports, historical recount and explanation.

	1. Write a REPORT on the Martu people.
2. Prepare notes (both sides) for a DEBATE of the proposition that 

              During the Cold War the Australian government was capable of any inhumanity in its                  

              efforts to protect Australia against the spread of Communism.
3. To what extent does the recent experience of the Martu people underline the experience of all Aboriginal people in Australia?



