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Journeys into Genocide:
ONE ENEMY

PROGRAMME LENGTH

1 hour 

SCREENING DETAILS

Monday February 13 at 9.30am EST/ NZ

This program explores the origins of genocide, the crime and the term. The program attempts to put genocide into an historical context.

In particular this program discusses the processes of dehumanisation and demonisation by which one group in society becomes the “other”. Throughout there is input from international scholars and experts in the field of genocide studies.
This is a must see program for all secondary students. In the course of the general discussion there is reference to genocide in Bosnia, Cambodia, Namibia, USSR, Rwanda, Armenia, Judaea, Carthage, Europe and Asia. 



 Denis Mootz
 Teachers will need to be sensitive to the potential diversity of their students before using this program in the classroom.
STAYING FOCUSED.
This is the data collection stage of the activity. 

The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video.

The video programs can be stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers.

	Introduction.

Note the materials stored in the underground storeroom in Zagreb.
Why can’t the remains be identified?
What belief is responsible for their deaths?
 


	Act 1. 

Note details of Tuol Sleng High School.
Note the fate of those held at Tuol Sleng.
How was escape prevented?
Why did Cambodia become “one big concentration camp”? Result?

How were people chosen for elimination in Pol Pot’s regime?
Note Professor Israel Charny‘s definition of genocide.

Note the reasons he cites for genocide. Implications? Result?

How are populations and individuals ‘mobilised’ to kill others?

Note the usual characteristics of these crimes? Result?
Note Professor Colin Tatz’s comments on genocide and race. Implications?
Note Churchill’s comment on the crime of genocide.
Note the determination of the League of Nations.

Note the career of Raphael Lemkin. Result?

Note the comments by Professor William Schabas on Lemkin’s efforts.
Note Lemkin’s fate and later career.
How and when did Lemkin arrive at the term “genocide”?

Note the three examples of genocide already committed in the 20th century. Result?
Why was there international disagreement about the definition of genocide?

Why were some leaders ‘nervous’? Result?
When was the convention against genocide passed by the United Nations? Result?
Note Colin Tatz’z comments on tackling “their problem”.
Note Stalin’s plan for USSR and the means he chose to achieve this. Result?

Note the description of Stalin’s empire.

What impact did the UN convention on genocide have on existing regimes?
What evidence of ancient genocide has been found by archaeologists and anthropologists? Implications?



	Act 2.

Note details of the Hittites. 
Why were they unknown until relatively recently?

Who were their chief enemies? Result? Implications?

Note Colin Tatz’s reference to ‘slaying’ enemies in the Bible.

What was one of the first ways to identify the ‘other’? Result?
How have the major religions contributed to genocide? Implications?
Note the discussion of the Hebrew enslavement in and exodus from Egypt. Implications?

Why did the Hebrews of the Old testament wipe out the Amalekite people of Canaan? Result?

How did the Jews survive the various invasions of their history?
Why was the Roman invasion different? Result?

Why did Jews insist upon their difference? Result?

How did the Romans usually deal with people they considered a threat?
Note the fate of Carthage.

How did the Romans deal with the Jewish uprisings of 66 CE? Result?

What talents were Jews forced to adopt during the Diaspora? Implications? Result?
Why were Jews always vulnerable in medieval society? Result?



	Act 3.  

Why were Jews considered to be “capable of anything”? Result?

Note the ‘blood libel’. Implications? Result?
How could the killing of Jews in the Middle Ages be justified? Implications? Result?
What is the “amazing contradictory dynamic” of this dehumanisation process?

What is the impact of this ‘demonisation’ of the “other”? Implications?

Why was religious purity so important in the Middle Ages?
How was it assured?

Who became the targets of religious intolerance? Result?
Note details of the expulsion of Jews from Spain.

Note details of the persecution of Jews during the Crusades. Result?

Note the massacre of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
Why were the Jews despised by the Christian Church? Result? 
What was the likely outcome of this conflict? Implications?

Note details of the Empire of Genghis Khan.

How did Genghis Khan and Tamerlane use genocide as weapon? Result?




	Act 4.

How did Genghis Khan ensure the annihilation of his enemies? Result? Implications?
How did the casualty rate of WW1 affect the view of death and killing?
How did modern technology affect the view of death and killing? Implications?
How did the growth of the nation state affect attitudes to genocide? Result? Implications?
How did the rise of dictatorships affect the perpetration of genocide?
Note the discussion of the “German example”.
What preparation is necessary for genocide to occur? 

What elements make genocide a potential in all modern nation states?
Who wrote history in the past? Result? Implications?
How has modern reporting of history changed?

Why is genocide still very likely in modern society? Implications?
Why do ethnicity and religion become the basis of murderous rivalry?

How did the motives for genocide change in the middle ages?
What is the simple logic of this notion of purity?
How does nationalism inspire genocide?



EXTENSIONS.

Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and complement the History presented in the video program.

The data collected here should be used in the notemaking below. 

	Some useful Internet sites:

Genocide: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocide
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genocides_in_history
http://www.genocidewatch.org/genocide.html
Raphael Lemkin: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Raphael_Lemkin
http://www.cjh.org/lemkin/
Bosnia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Srebrenica_Genocide
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bosnian_Genocide
http://www.ppu.org.uk/genocide/g_bosnia.html
Cambodia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Khmer_Rouge
http://www.yale.edu/cgp/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pol_Pot
Armenia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Armenian_Genocide
http://www.armenian-genocide.org/genocide.html
http://www.hyeetch.nareg.com.au/genocide/
Namibia: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herero_and_Namaqua_Genocide
http://www.mapsofworld.com/namibia/geography-and-history/genocide.html
Genghis Khan:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Genghis_Khan
http://www.enotes.com/mongol-conquests-reference/mongol-conquests
http://www.teachgenocide.com/files/LessonPlans/Overhead/Case%20Study%20First%20Modern%20Genocide%2020th%20Century%204th%20Ed-%20Overheads%20-%20Section%202.pdf
Shoah: http://www2.iath.virginia.edu/holocaust/basichist.html
http://www.ess.uwe.ac.uk/genocide/holocaust.htm
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10005151
USSR: http://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/genocide/stalin.htm
http://www.enotes.com/kulaks-reference/kulaks
Hittites: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Biblical_Hittites
http://www.enotes.com/ancient-world-reference/ancient-world
Carthage: http://www.genocidetext.net/gaci_origins.pdf
http://www.enotes.com/carthage-reference/carthage
Jewish Revolt: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish%E2%80%93Roman_wars
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/revolt.html
Rwanda: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rwandan_Genocide
http://www.unitedhumanrights.org/genocide/genocide_in_rwanda.htm
Old Testament: http://www.rationalchristianity.net/genocide.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amalek
http://www.christiancadre.org/member_contrib/bk_amalek.html
http://carm.org/god-of-old-testament-a-monster
Diaspora: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_diaspora
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_in_Spain
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Sephardim.html
Crusades: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History_of_the_Jews_and_the_Crusades
http://www.enotes.com/crusades-reference/crusades
http://www.religioustolerance.org/chr_cru1.htm
SS racial policy: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_policy_of_Nazi_Germany
http://www.calvin.edu/academic/cas/gpa/rassenpo.htm
http://www.dac.neu.edu/holocaust/Nazi%20Racial%20Policy.htm
Industrial killing: http://www.anti-rev.org/textes/Bartov97a/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/genocide/holocaust_overview_01.shtml
“Blood libel”: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood_libel
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-us-canada-12176503
http://www.zionism-israel.com/dic/blood_libel.htm
“Deicide”: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_deicide
http://www.jewishhistory.org/%E2%80%9Cchrist-killers%E2%80%9D-the-witness-people/
http://www.religioustolerance.org/jud_jesu.htm



NOTEMAKING.

This is the collation stage of the activity. Students need to organise the field of information and begin to explore its context. 

Directions and /or Inquiry questions are provided for notemaking / summary exercises that will follow the viewing of the video. 

The materials / data for the summaries have been collected above.

The activity could be done in teams, groups, or by individuals, or as a class with teacher direction.

	1. Note details of the range of places and times of mass killings in history. 
2. Note details of the definition and context of the term genocide.
3. Note details of the life and career of Raphael Lemkin.
4. Note details of the various motives for attempted genocide.
5. Note details of the prerequisite conditions for genocide.
6. Note details of the role of government in creating conditions for genocide. 
7. Note details of the role of ‘education’ in creating conditions for genocide.
8. Note details of the concepts of “dehumanisation” and “demonisation”.
9. Note details of how these concepts have been applied to the adherents of the Jewish religion.



ISSUES & INQUIRY.

Key issues and inquiry questions that have been raised by the video are addressed at this stage for discussion and research.

	1. Explain the contradiction inherent in the process of dehumanisation and demonisation.
2. What has been the basis for Christian attitudes towards the adherents of the Jewish religion? 



PROBLEMS of EVIDENCE.

Questions of reliability and validity of the perspectives, evidence and sources presented in the video program need to be considered, tested and researched.
	1. Is it possible to formulate a set of preconditions that would seem to promote genocidal behaviour?
2. Is there any evidence that the Hittites were victims of genocide?



COMMUNICATING.

The key issues and inquiry questions are potential topics for debate, essay writing, reports, historical recount and explanation.

	1. Write a REPORT on genocide in the ancient world.
2. Prepare notes (both sides) for a DEBATE of the proposition that 
Genocide can be avoided by tolerance of, and respect for difference.

3. To what extent is it possible to predict where instances of genocide might occur in the future?



