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History of Warfare:
THE SOMME

PROGRAMME LENGTH

1 hour 

SCREENING DETAILS

Monday 27 February at 9.30am EST/ NZ

This program is obviously based on Martin Middlebrook’s account The First Day on the Somme. It is a very detailed account of the early phase of the battle and at the same time a very detailed account of trench warfare and the tactics and strategies of WW1.

The program is composed of archival footage interspersed with dramatic re-enactments based on soldiers’ and commanders’ accounts of the events. There is some footage from the most recent film version of All Quiet on the Western Front as well as some from the propaganda film made after the battle in 1916.
This would serve very well as an introduction to both WW1 and trench warfare. The events as related here could be compared with the more recent account from Pryor and Wilson, The Somme. 



 Denis Mootz

STAYING FOCUSED.
This is the data collection stage of the activity. 

The detailed questioning is designed to ensure that students decode the visual and aural materials presented to them in the video.

The video programs can be stopped at the end of each section. This will allow students to share and discuss answers.

	Introduction.

Note the situation on the western front at the beginning of 1916.
Note the brief outline of events of the war up to that stage.
Why did the Germans attack Verdun in early 1916? Result?




	Act 1. 

Note details of the planned British “summer offensive”.

Note its location and timing.

Note the comments on the eventual significance of the battle.

Why were the Germans slowing down their attack on Verdun? Result?
Note details of the ‘new’ British Army. 

Note David Chandler’s description of the British Armies in France from 1914-1918.

What had happened to Britain’s professional armies?

Why was conscription eventually introduced?

Note the stalemate on the western front. Result?
Note the description of a typical British trench.

Why was comfort discouraged?

Note details of the trench system.

Note details of “no man’s land”.

Why was boredom a problem?

What happened during the day?
What happened during the night?

Note details of the living conditions.

Note details of the impact of the weather.

Note details of trench foot.

How were troops fed?

Note details of the diet of troops.

Note details of the diseases in the trenches.

Note details of the infestations encountered in the trenches.
Note details of the dangers faced on a daily basis.
Note details of the weapons used by British soldiers.
What weapon was dominant? Why? Result?

Note details of “shellshock”.
Why was “shellshock” misunderstood?

Why were medical services “hard pressed”? Result?
What was a “Blighty one”?



	Act 2.

Note the details of the planning for the offensive.

Note details of General Sir Douglas Haig.

Why was his appointment controversial?

How was Haig received by the ordinary troops?

Note David Chandler’s comments on Haig.

What was Haig’s belief about the battle planned on the Somme?
Note General Rawlinson’s attitude to the battle.

Who actually planned this battle?

Note details of the original plan.

Note the threefold aims of the battle.

Note details of the site chosen for the battle.

Note details of the Somme sector before the battle.
What is a “live and let live policy”?

Why did the Germans increase their defenses in the area? Result?

Note the details of the German position on the Somme.

Which army would be responsible for the main thrust? Implications?
Note details of the career of General Rawlinson.

Note the strategy of the battle.

Why were the cavalry “brought up”?

Why did the Third Army attack Gommecourt?

Why was General Allenby not impressed by the plan? Result?

Why did Rawlinson decide on a massive bombardment on the Somme? Result?

Note details of Rawlinson’s plan.

Note Haig’s disagreement with Rawlinson.
Note Rawlinson’s response. Result?

Why was a “measured advance” decided on?

Note the work of sappers.
Note the other provisions for the attack.

Note Rawlinson’s provision for casualties. Result?
Why were the British officers confident before the battle? Result?

Note David Chandler’s comments on Haig’s “hopes”.

How successful was the barrage? Result?

How successful was the mining? Result?

Note Chandler’s comments on the ordered advance.



	Act 3.  

When did the battle begin?

Note the German response to the artillery barrage.

Why did High Command dismiss reports of intact barbed wire?
What signalled the moment to attack?

Why was there a “deadly race against time”? Result?

What caused the carnage on the battlefield?
What did the men find when confronted by German barbed wire? Result?
Note the experience of the Tyneside Irish companies attacking La Boisselle. Result?
Note the success at Montauban.
Note the success of the Ulster Division at the Schwarben Redoubt.




	Act 4.

What successes did the ‘cameras’ report?

Note the casualty rate for the less than 5 hours of the battle.

How did the German’s respond to the few places that had been lost?
Note David Chandler’s comments on the carnage.

Why were soldiers not allowed to take cover?
What was the plan for the afternoon? Result?

Note the success at Mametz village. Result?

Note David Chandler’s comments on the result of the day.
Note the casualty rate for officers.
Note the various ways in which this casualty rate is calculated and compared.

Why were soldiers who reached German trenches “mortified”?

Note the duration of the battle.

Note David Chandler’s comments on the strategic results of the battle.



EXTENSIONS.

Useful, interesting, challenging, books, sources and websites will provide materials to supplement and complement the History presented in the video program.

The data collected here should be used in the notemaking below. 

	Some useful Internet sites:

WW1: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_I
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone/summary_01.shtml
Verdun: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/special_report/1998/10/98/world_war_i/203224.stm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Verdun
http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/verdun.htm
Somme: http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWsomme.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/battles/somme.htm
http://www.cwgc.org/somme/content.asp?menuid=36&id=36&menuname=Introduction&menu=main
http://www.somme-1916.com/
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_somme.html
http://www.1914-1918.net/bat15D.htm
First day: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_day_on_the_Somme
http://www.greatwardifferent.com/Great_War/Somme/1st_Somme.htm
http://www.1914-1918.net/bat15C.htm
Schwarben Redoubt: http://www.ww1battlefields.co.uk/somme/ulstertower.html
Mametz Redoubt: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mametz,_Somme
http://www.1914-1918.net/bat15.htm
Montauban: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montauban-de-Picardie
http://www.somme-1916.com/montauban.htm
http://www.johndclare.net/wwi2_FirstDay_Montauban.htm
Kitchener’s “New” Army: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Army_(British)
http://www.1914-1918.net/kitcheners.htm
Haig: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_Haig,_1st_Earl_Haig
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/FWWhaig.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/haig.htm
Rawlinson: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Rawlinson,_1st_Baron_Rawlinson
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/rawlinson.htm
Allenby: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Allenby,_1st_Viscount_Allenby
http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/rawlinson.htm
Joffre: http://www.firstworldwar.com/bio/joffre.htm 

Trench warfare: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trench_warfare
http://www.firstworldwar.com/features/trenchlife.htm
http://jimmythejock.hubpages.com/hub/World_War_1_Trench_Warfare
http://www.harris-academy.com/departments/history/Trenches/Joanna/joanna1.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/worldwarone/hq/trenchwarfare.shtml
http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/index.htm
Artillery: http://www.firstworldwar.com/photos/artillery.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/preliminarybombardment.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/atoz/creepingbarrage.htm
Machine-Gun: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine_gun
http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/machineguns.htm
Tanks: http://www.firstworldwar.com/weaponry/tanks.htm
http://www.cwgc.org/somme/content.asp?menuid=27&id=27&menuname=Courcelette&menu=main
Mining: http://www.1914-1918.net/tunnelcoyre.htm
http://www.firstworldwar.com/today/hawthorncrater.htm



NOTEMAKING.

This is the collation stage of the activity. Students need to organise the field of information and begin to explore its context. 

Directions and /or Inquiry questions are provided for notemaking / summary exercises that will follow the viewing of the video. 

The materials / data for the summaries have been collected above.

The activity could be done in teams, groups, or by individuals, or as a class with teacher direction.

	1. Draw up a timeline / chronological chart of the events described and discussed in this program.

2. Note details of the conduct and progress of WW1 on the western front 1914 – 1916.
3. Note details of the planning for the British summer offensive.
4. Note details of the roles of General Sir Douglas Haig and Sir Henry Rawlinson.
5. Note details of the Battle of Verdun.
6. Note details of Kitchener’s “New” Army.
7. Note details of the offensive planned for June-July 1916.

8. Note details of the operations on 1 July 1916.
9. Note details of the failures of the operations of 1 July 1916. 
10. Note details of the successes of the operations of 1 July 1916.
11. Note details of the outcome of the Battle(s) of the Somme.



ISSUES & INQUIRY.

Key issues and inquiry questions that have been raised by the video are addressed at this stage for discussion and research.

	1. Why did Haig and Rawlinson have disagreements about the planning? Result?
2. What ‘errors’ did the generals make in the planning and execution of the battle plan for July 1916?



PROBLEMS of EVIDENCE.

Questions of reliability and validity of the perspectives, evidence and sources presented in the video program need to be considered, tested and researched.
	1. What role did Haig play in the planning for the battle on 1 July 1916?
2. Why did Rawlinson order a week long artillery bombardment? Why didn’t it have the expected result?



COMMUNICATING.

The key issues and inquiry questions are potential topics for debate, essay writing, reports, historical recount and explanation.

	1. Write a REPORT on the artillery barrage before the Battle of the Somme.
2. Prepare notes (both sides) for a DEBATE of the proposition that 

Haig and Rawlinson did the best they could with the means at their disposal.

3. To what extent do the events of 1 July suggest that Haig deserves to be called a “butcher”?



